
Diagnosing Dementia
Dementia is an umbrella term that is used to
communicate “symptoms exist and physical changes in
the brain have occurred.”    When a doctor diagnoses
“dementia,” he/she confirms that the person living with
dementia has somehow been affected by a brain altering
event.    The next step is to determine what exactly the
brain has experienced and to exstablish the type of
dementia or the root pathology: neurodegenerative,
vascular, traumatic or structural. 
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A diagnosis of dementia (brain failure) starts with two important questions:
1 . I S  T H E R E  A  C H A N G E  I N  C O G N I T I O N  S U C H  A S  T H I N K I N G  S K I L L S ,

M E M O R Y ,  L A N G U A G E ,  P R O B L E M  S O L V I N G ,  R E A S O N I N G ,  K N O W I N G
W H E R E  H E / S H E  I S ?

2 . H A S  T H E  C H A N G E  I N  C O G N I T I O N  B E C O M E  S E R I O U S  E N O U G H  T O
I N T E R F E R E  W I T H  D A I L Y  L I F E ?  

1 . I S  T H E R E  A  C H A N G E  I N  C O G N I T I O N  S U C H  A S  T H I N K I N G  S K I L L S ,
M E M O R Y ,  L A N G U A G E ,  P R O B L E M  S O L V I N G ,  R E A S O N I N G ,  K N O W I N G
W H E R E  H E / S H E  I S ?

2 . H A S  T H E  C H A N G E  I N  C O G N I T I O N  B E C O M E  S E R I O U S  E N O U G H  T O
I N T E R F E R E  W I T H  D A I L Y  L I F E ?  


	Diagnosing Dementia
	Dementia is an umbrella term that is used to communicate “symptoms exist and physical changes in the brain have occurred.”  When a doctor diagnoses “dementia,” he/she confirms that the person living with dementia has somehow been affected by a brain altering event.  The next step is to determine what exactly the brain has experienced and to exstablish the type of dementia or the root pathology: neurodegenerative, vascular, traumatic or structural.
	A diagnosis of dementia (brain failure) starts with two important questions:


